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ThelndependentRedistrictingCommission(IRC

Appointed by Senate Majority Appointed by Senate Minority

8
Dr.lIvelisse Cuevas-Molina David Imamura, Chair Dr.JohnFlateu JohnConwaylli Jack Martins, Vice-Chair .
Political Science Professor Civil Litigator Business Professor Former Senate Attorney Former State Senator
New York City Westchester New York City Albany Longlsland .

Appointed by Assembly Majority Appointed by Assembly Minority

IndependentMembers

Ross Brady EugeneBenger ElaineFrazier Charles Nesbitt WillisH. Stephens, Jr.
Attorney and Administrator Attorney VeteranStateEmployee Former Assembly Minority Leader Former Assembly Member
New York City New York City Albany WesternNY Westchester REDISTRICTING
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Other Key Decision Makers in NY

Redistricting Process

M % s o°

NYS Governor NYS Senators & Organizers & YOU
Assemblymembers Coalitions
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PublicHearings IRCPublishes PubliclnputHearings
andTestimony Initial Drafts of Maps onPublished Maps
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IRC Submits Map
RecommendationstoNY
StatelLegislature
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What happens after theIRC submits the
map recommendations?

REDISTRICTING
ACADEMY
NEWXORK

e ThelRCsubmitsthe maprecommendationstothe NY StateLegislature. The StateLegislaturecaneither
approve therecommendations and send to the Governor for her signature, or reject the recommended map.

e IfthemapsdrawbythelRCarerejectedbythe StatelLegislature, thelRCcansend asecondround of
recommended maps tothelegislature. If therecommendations are approved, the maps aresent to the
Governor for her signature.

o Ifthesecondsetof recommended mapsisrejected bythe StateLegislature, theresponsibilitytodraw the
congressional maps fallsonthelegislators.Once the new set of mapsisdrawnthey are sent tothe Governor's

deskforapproval.

 TheGovernor of New York has the power to vetoredistrictinglegislation.
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 ThelRCconcluded thefirst round of publichearings and published theinitial draft of proposed
maps. Theinitialproposed maps canbeviewed here: www.nyirc.gov/draft-plans
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 ThelRCwillbeholding publiccommentary meeting onthe proposed maps from October 20 to
November 23,2021.Youcanseetheschedule here:www.nyirc.gov/meetings

-

Feedback from the public will help the IRC Commissioners draw fair Senate and Assembly
districtlines that make sense and keep our communities together. These maps willlast 10 years.

 IfthelRC's proposed maps are not approved by thelegislature, the commission has until
February 28,2022 tosubmitaseconddraftof proposed maps.

* Thelegislaturewillhave theresponsibility of drafting district maps if theyreject the second
map proposal made by theIRC.
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UpcomingIRCHearings

. Richmond County Kings County Queens County
u November 15-3:00 PM November 16 -3:00 PM November17-3:00 PM
1 Nassau County Suffolk County

I N November22-4:00PM November23-4:00PM
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PreviousHearings

SouthernTier Region, October 25 - Syracuse, October 26 - North Country, October 27

Albany, November 1 - WhitePlains, November 8 - Bronx County, November 9

& | REDISTRICTING New York County, November 10
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Thelndependent
RedistrictingCommission

What are the principles that guide the commissionin
drawingredistrictingmaps?
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State Constitutional Redistricting
RequirementsinNew York
N.Y.State Constitution Articlelll, §4

ProtectingRights of Racial Groups ProtectingLanguage Groups

Contiguity Compactness

Competition Maintaining Existing Districts
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State Constitutional Redistricting Requirementsin New York
N.Y.State Constitution Articlelll, §4

* Protecting Voting Rights of Racial orLanguage Groups -"Whendrawingdistrict lines, the i I
commissionshall consider whether suchlines would resultinthe denial or abridgement of racial or [
language minority voting rights, and districts shallnotbedrawn to have the purpose of, nor shall
theyresultin, thedenial orabridgementof suchrights.”

e Contiguity - “Each state shall consist of contiguous territory.” -Meaningyou cantravel fromany
pointinthedistricttoanyother point withinsuchdistrict without crossing the district boundary.

e Compactness -Eachdistrictshallbe ascompactinformas practicable.

e Competition-Districts cannotbedrawntodiscourage competitionorforthe purpose of favoring
ordisfavoring aparticular candidate or political party, and the commissionmust also consider
maintaining existingdistricts.

e Political Boundaries - Theredistricting plan must heed county and municipalboundaries and
preservetheintegrity of county andcitylines as muchasis possible. The commissionshall
consider the maintenance of cores of existing districts, of pre-existing political subdivisions,
including counties, cities, and towns, and of communities of interest.
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ProtectingLanguage and Racial Groups

Areracialorlanguage minority groups harmed by this district?

W
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Forexample -does thisdistrict prevent aracial orlanguage minority group like Latinos or
Spanishspeakersfrombeing able tovote foracandidate of their choice?

-

Examples:

e DespitelLatinos beingthe majority of the populationinthe Bronx, the Commissiondecidestodraw
districtsinamanner that guarantees the Latinocommunityis notamajorityin ANY of the districts.

« Spanishlanguage speakersaresplitintodistricts where they are the minority group.Thisleadsto
adistrictwherethere arefewer polling places with Spanishlanguageinterpreters.

e The Commissiondecides thatinstead of having two majority Latino Senate seats, it will putthem
togethertocreate one SUPERMAJORITY seat. Soundsideal? Nowinstead of having two Latino
preferred candidatesinour senate we would only haveone.
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LatinoElected RepresentativesinNew York State

Total Seats Seats Held by % Seats Held by

Latinos Latinos
U.S. House of 27 6 22.2%
—t Representative
]
I New York State Senate 63 5 7.9%
New York State Assembly 150 15 10%

19.5% of New YorkerslidentifyasLatino
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LatinoElected RepresentativesinNew York State

Total Seats Seats Held by % Seats Held by

Latinos Latinos
U.S. House of 27 6 22.2%
—t Representative
]
I New York State Senate 63 5 7.9%
New York State Assembly 150 15 10%

19.5% of New YorkerslidentifyasLatino
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Contiguity

New York City

W

. _

Areallparts of this district connected? Canltravel fromone
point of thedistrictto anyother pointwithout crossing the
districtboundaries?

New Jersey

-

Adistrictis considered contiguousif all parts of the district
areinphysical contact withsome other part of the district.
Generally, adistrictis also considered contiguousif the
districtissplitby abody of water, but thereis a method of
transportover the water, suchasabridgeorferryservice.

Example: Adistrict that connects Statenisland with
Brooklyncanbe seenas contiguousif connected by
continuous ferryservice.
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Compactness

. . o DistrictinPennsylvaniawhereresidentslivedupto 50
Whenis adistrict compact? No miles apartfromone another. Thedistrict cut through

cleardefinition, however wecan farmland, 1parkinglot street, and many other
. . “unnatural” divisions.
consider the following:

* Dotheresidents withinthisdistrictlive
as neartoeachotheras possible?

* Whenlooking at thedistrictdoesit
resemble acertaingeometricshape?

Districtinlllinois whichunites two Latinocommunities.
55'2\'3‘{,'3"@37'"9 May not seem compact, but separating the communities
would dilute the voting power of Latinosinthearea.
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Political Boundaries

The redistricting planmust heed county and municipal boundaries and preserve the
integrity of county and city lines as muchasis possible.

The commissionshall consider the maintenance of cores of existing districts, of pre-
existing political subdivisions, including counties, cities, and towns, and of communities
of interest.

Communities of Interest - Whatare they?

o Acommunityofinterestis agroup of people concentratedinageographicareawhosharesimilar
interests and priorities whether social, cultural, ethnic, economic, religious or political.

e Anotherway of understanding acommunity of interestis thatitis simply away foracommunity to
tellits own story about what neighbors shareincommon, and what makes it unique when
compared to surrounding communities.

e Acommunityof interestislikely tohave similarlegislative and community concerns andinterests

and would benefit fromrepresentationinasingle electoral district. .
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Examples of Communities of Interest

» Agroup of business ownersinthe WashingtonHeights area

» Anenvironmental focused neighborhood concerned about theinstallation
of awaste plantinthe Bronx

» Group of parents concerned about overcrowding of schools in aBrooklyn
neighborhood

* Anewimmigrant populationfromindiain Queens

Areyou partof acommunity of interestinyour neighborhood?

Isyour community of interest encompassedintoonevotingdistrict or split

intoseveral?
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How YouCanGetinvolved
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Learn More & Take Action

e VisitRedistrictingAcademy.orgor
RedistribucionLegislativa.org towatch
informational videos about redistricting.

e Visitourresourcespage tofindout
opportunities totestifyinfavor of afair
redistricting process.
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